FAIRFIELD, PENNSYLVANIA
Borough of Fairfield
Minutes of the Borough Council Meeting of April 23, 2024
108 West Main Street, Fairfield, PA

The regular monthly meeting of the Borough Council of Fairfield was held on Tuesday, April 23,
2024, in the conference room of the Village Hall. In attendance were councilors Dennis Bucher,
Camille Cline, Phyllis Gilbert, Pat Pileggi, Patricia Smith, and Sally Thomas; Mayor Robert Stanley;
and Secretary Susan Wagle. Mr. McNeill was absent.

Present from the public was Gettysburg Times reporter Mary Grace Kauffman.
At 6:30 PM Council President Patricia Smith called the meeting to order, and Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes — On a motion by Mrs. Thomas, seconded by Mrs. Cline and carried by roll call vote of 6-0,
the minutes of the Council meeting of April 3, 2024, were accepted as presented.

Public Comment — There was no public comment.

Fire Department Report — Mrs. Smith shared information she gained through attending Fire
Company membership meetings and talking with Board officers. As of April 15, the Company has
responded to 102 calls — a number not normally reached until June. They are in need of access to
more ponds from which to draw water. Through the end of March $17,311 has been raised through
fundraisers. Upcoming events include regular “first Friday” Bingo, an outdoor event scheduled in
June, a cruise in car show, and their first drive through dinner on May 5 from 4:30-6:30.

Police Report — Council acknowledged receipt of the emailed police report.

Correspondence — There was no correspondence to consider.

Mayor’s Report — Mayor Stanley shared information on several personal activities in which he
participated or would soon participate. He noted that he has a conflict with attending the July 20

Mayor’s conference.

Municipal Services Report — The municipal employee and an individual with 10 community service
hours will work on cleaning street gutters and storm drains this week.

Committee Reports — There were no reports.

Liaison Reports

Fairfield Area Historical Society — Mrs. Gilbert reported that the Board did not meet in April but
will meet in May. The next public event is on Thursday, June 20, with James Rada speaking about the
Daughters of Charity serving as Civil War nurses.

FREMA - This month’s meeting was canceled.

HARB — There was no HARB meeting in April.
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Joint Parks and Recreation Commission — Mr. Pileggi reported that the Board is planning a picnic
for July 14, with Fairfield Borough and Hamiltonban Township officials invited. The first Music in the
Park event will follow, beginning at 6:00. This year’s Kite Day was reported as being the most
successful, to date, despite it being extremely windy. Board members were pleased to note that the
play equipment was well used. Some action is being taking toward potentially accessing land adjacent
to the Park that is currently owned by Valley Quarries. The job for the next work day is painting the
park bridge.

Municipal Authority — Mrs. Smith reported that total rainfall in March was 4.37” which took the area
out of drought conditions, but there is still significant fire risk. The Board has potentially identified an
individual to train as backup and support for Mark Keller. The Authority’s Chapter 94 report has been
submitted, and they are awaiting DEP response. They are also in the process of renewing their NPDES
permit. The annual Consumer Confidence report was mailed with the quarterly billing. In the process
of pursuing grant opportunities they have met with staff at the offices of Senators Casey and Fetterman
and Congressman Joyce and received positive feedback. There is the potential that the Authority will
realize $250,000 in income from the wood being harvested on the 176 acres of land at the watershed

property.
At 6:57 PM Police Officers Seth Reed and Jonathan Anderson arrived at the meeting.

Police Report — Officer Reed shared that new officers of the Carroll Valley Borough Police
Department have attended a variety of training classes and continue in their training. The Department
continues to monitor speed in the Borough. In response to complaint of construction vehicles being
prime speed violators, Officer Reed noted that many times larger vehicles appear to be moving more
quickly than they actually are, due to the noise they create and the size of their tires. He did, however,
indicate that he will be aware of Hobb’s Trucking vehicles during daytime work hours. In response to
complaint about vehicles not stopping for pedestrians at crosswalks, Officer Reed shared that vehicles
are not obligated to stop if a pedestrian is standing on the sidewalk at a crosswalk — they must stop
only if the pedestrian has entered the crosswalk. That being said, no pedestrian should simply step out
in front of oncoming traffic. Several individuals expressed their appreciation to the officers for their
service.

At 7:06 PM Officers Reed and Anderson left the meeting.

Pippinfest — Mrs. Thomas reported that the committee is moving forward with plans for this year. She
and Mrs. Cline shared information about the June 29 event — Here’s Lookin’ at Country — which is
serving as a fundraiser to offset some of the costs — including that of a petting zoo — at this year’s
Pippinfest kid’s corner.

Planning Commission — The Secretary reported that Planning Commission members considered a
further-amended plan for the Fairfield Commons development at their April 8 meeting. The Planning
Commission voted to recommend that Council approve the plan, subject to all of the conditions
itemized in the review letter dated 04-04-24, submitted by Keller Engineers PE Erik Vranich, which
was read aloud. An updated plan has not yet been submitted to the Borough office, and no action could
be taken by Council. Mr. Bucher affirmed that when it is submitted the plan will have to have
engineering review before Council can take any action. The Secretary noted that the applicants did
submit an updated HARB application this afternoon, via email.
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Unfinished Business — The following updates to unfinished business were received:

1.

Rebert Masonry could be here on Thursday to begin repair of damaged brick along the entrance ramp.

2. North Balder Street engineering assessment has not yet been requested.

3.
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10.
11.

Relocation of the no parking sign on North Balder Street is on a temporary hold as there are concerns
about the proximity of the proposed new location to the private gas line serving the property at 101
West Main Street. After some discussion, it was agreed that the Secretary will consult with the Police
department to determine if the edge of the road could be painted yellow and signage changed to read
that no parking is permitted in the yellow zone or a specific number of feet on either side of the sign.
The new one-way sign has been installed on East Landis Drive at the rear of Monahan Funeral Home.
The street name signs at North Miller and Main Streets have disappeared, and new signs need to be
ordered. On a motion by Mrs. Cline, seconded by Mrs. Thomas, and carried by unanimous
acclamation, Council authorized purchasing new street name signs and having them installed on top
of the Fairfield Station Road sign.

Sidewalk letters have not yet been mailed.

The required public meeting of the Planning Commission is to take place on May 13, conditional on
advertising information being received from Adams County senior planner, Rob Thaeler.

The new brush disposal service was not included in the April newsletter. It will be included in the
July issue.

Carroll Valley Borough maintenance crew has been notified that the Borough would like to engage
the services of their street sweeper in mid-May. No date has been established.

Robert Moser has not been contacted regarding handyman services for Village Hall maintenance.
After considering various options for “watch children” or “children at play” signs, Council deferred
making a decision to the May 1 meeting. In the meantime Council members will consider potential
locations and the Secretary will consult with Chief Weikert to see if such signs can be installed on
existing speed limit signs.

New Business — There was no new business presented.

Public Comment — There was no public comment.

Anything for the good of the Borough — Mayor Stanley shared that he heard on the radio the result of a
survey indicating that the best place in the country to retire is south of Harrisburg, PA.

Next Meetings — The next meetings of the Borough Council are scheduled for Wednesday, May 1, 2024,
at 9:00 AM and Tuesday, May 28, 2024, at 6:30 PM.

Adjournment — On a motion by Mrs. Gilbert, seconded by Mr. Pileggi and carried by unanimous
acclamation, the meeting adjourned at 7:47 PM.

Susan E. Wagle, Secretary Patricia T. Smith, President
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